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Hello, I’m George – and I’m a heating engineer. 

For the last few months, it seems everyone I meet asks me about the boiler 
ban. 

I noticed they all asked the same questions, so I decided to put all the 
questions together and answer them in this report. 

Hopefully you will get all the information you need here. 

However, if you need more help, or think I need to cover other questions, please 
email me here: 

George@thamesboilers.co.uk

Thanks for reading and hope you find it helpful!

Introduction

mailto:George@thamesboilers.co.uk


What Is The 
Boiler Ban?
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The UK government wants us, as a country, to produce net zero carbon emissions 
by the year 2050. 

Gas boilers make carbon (in the form of carbon dioxide), so the government needs 
to phase out gas boilers as part of a plan to hit their 2050 target. . 

Key Dates

• 2025 – Gas boilers will be banned in new build properties. Existing homes will 

not be affected. 

• 2035 – This is when the government aims to ban gas boilers in existing 

properties.

• 2050 – The government aims for carbon ”Net Zero”

What is Net Zero?

It means the amount of greenhouse gases we add to the atmosphere equal the 

amount we take out.



How Will It 
Affect Me?
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Existing Homes

It won’t have any affect on you until 2035 (according to the government’s aims).

If the government sticks to their plan, in 2035, you won’t be able to replace your 
gas boiler with another gas boiler. 

You would need to replace it a source of heat and hot water that doesn’t 
produce carbon.

However, if your boiler is still working in 2035, you won’t be made to take it out. 

New Homes

If you buy a newly built property after 2025, then it won’t have a gas boiler. It’ll 
have another source of heat and hot water.



When Does It 
Come Into Effect?
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New Build Homes

Gas boilers will not be fitted in 
new build homes from 2025.

If you buy a new home from 2025, 
it will most likely have an air 
source heat pump or another type 
of renewable energy. 

Existing Homes

If you need to replace your boiler from 
2035 onwards, you won’t be able to put 
in another gas boiler. 

However, if your gas boiler is working in 
2035, you won’t need to do anything 
until it needs to be changed, such as if 
it’s broken down and beyond repair. 



Will I Have To Get 
A Heat Pump?
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Nobody knows yet, but it’s unlikely. Here’s why:

For existing homes, air and ground source heat pumps cannot produce the 
same power output and water temperatures as gas boilers. 

To make a heat pump heat your home like a gas boiler, additional work may 
need to be carried out, such as insulation, larger radiators and heating pipes, 
underfloor heating, and a thermal store cylinder. This can be very expensive, 
especially in older homes. 

This isn’t practical or economical for most people, even with government 
grants.

It is our opinion that by 2035 heat pump manufacturers will have improved heat 
pumps to suit existing properties – or another lower cost, less disruptive 
technology will be available. 

In new-build properties, these performance concerns don’t matter because new-
build properties are very well insulated and will be specially designed for heat 
pumps.



Are There 
Alternatives To Heat 
Pumps?
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Yes - the main alternative is to de-carbonise the national gas grid. Here’s what it 
means…

All our boilers, cookers and gas fires on the gas grid currently burn methane 
gas. Methane produces carbon when burned, which the government doesn’t 
want.

Hydrogen, on the other hand, doesn’t produce any carbon when it’s burned.

So far, trials have found that blending 20% hydrogen gas into our methane gas 
supply is safe, with existing boilers working perfectly without any modifications. 

If this blend were rolled out nationally, it’s estimated the carbon reduction would 
be the same as taking 2,500,000 cars off the road.

Trials are still on-going, but at this stage, gradually replacing the methane in our 
gas network with hydrogen appears to be the fastest and least disruptive way to 
get to Net Zero, without shoehorning heat pumps into existing homes. 



Should I Still Buy 
A New Boiler?
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If you need a new boiler, there’s no reason not to buy one. 

Most new boilers last between 10 and 20 years before they need to be replaced, 
so if you buy a new boiler now, you won’t need to think about heat pumps or 
hydrogen until that new boiler wears out. 

At that point, the government, heat pump manufacturers, and the gas grid 
should have a more coherent alternative to gas boilers. (My money is on 
hydrogen.)

So yes, if you need a new boiler, you should still buy one. 
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Next Steps
If you would like to replace your existing boiler, you 

can get:

• Free advice on the best new boiler and controls for 

your home,

• A free written quote for a high quality boiler and 

controls, fully installed,

• Answers to your questions about replacing your 

boiler.

Just click the button below to book your Zoom 

meeting:

BOOK BOILER ZOOM CALL

https://zoomquotes.youcanbook.me/


Resources
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Here are some helpful resources about boilers and heat pumps

UK Government – Heat In Buildings

Government press release on boiler ban and heat pump grants

HyDeploy – About hydrogen trials in the gas network

Energy Saving Trust – In depth guide to heat pumps

Get a price for a new boiler online – Thames Boilers

https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/heat-in-buildings
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/plan-to-drive-down-the-cost-of-clean-heat
https://hydeploy.co.uk/
https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/advice/in-depth-guide-to-heat-pumps/
https://thamesboilers.co.uk/boiler-installation-dartford/
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